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Cuaarrer XVIIL
THE REBCLS ON THE OFFENSIVE—SIEGE
OF LEXINGTON.

el J HE mornjog after
their arrival at Rolla,
the prisoners taken
through the instru-
mentality of Jack and
Harry were sent to
8St. Louis, where they
a5, were held until an ex-
i change was arranged.
“dﬂ‘ Col. Wyman thought
— "/ the interests of the
—_— S “  pervice would be ad-
vanced by keeping the captured Captain and
his comrades in ignorance of how their seiz-
ure was nccomplished, and in obedience to
hix orders the two youths kept out of the
way of the prisopers, and nothing was said
in their presence that could enlighten them.

It was several months before the Captain
found ou! how cleverly bhe had been taken. At
first he was inclined to be very angry with
the bove, and vowed vengeance upon them
if be ever met them again; but on reflec-
tion be remarked that all was fair in love
and war, and perhaps he was not guite free
from blame in talking so readily with two
entire stzangers. “Toey played the game
well,” said he ; “splendidly, in fact, for a pair
of youngsiers, and if I can ever give them a
belping hand when they're in trouble I'lido
it." He waso't at all a bad sort of fellow,
that Captain, and you can be sure that after
that be wasn’t guite 80 ready to confide in
persons whom be had never seen before.

Not ouly did the boys have a selection
from the ecsploured horses, but they had a
choice of saddles and also of the pistols
which formed the armament of the prison-
ers. All the pisiols were old, and some of
them were guite as likely to do damage at
the rear as at the business end. The Cap-
taio had the best weapon of the lot—a Colt's
revolver, and there was anotber just aboat
as good. Jack and Harry drew Jots for the
choice. The advantage fell to Jack, who
immediately picked up the Captain’s re-
volver and banded it over to Harry. “I've
got the Captain’s borse,” said be, “and you
ought to have something to remember hium
by, 2o you must take this along.” Thus the
division was sctiled, 2nd both were happy.

Thaus armed and wounted, the boys were
what might be called “swells” in the gar-
rison of Rolls, and the envy of many of their
sssociates. There was not a great deal for
thew to do for a month or more, a8 the enemy
did not make the attack upon the post they
had been threstening to make, nor did they
even make a feint of one. The boys went
on several scouting expeditions on their own
acoount, with the approval of the command-
ing officer of the post, and though they made
some discoveries and obtained information
that was of use, they did not sncceed in mak-
ing captures of prisoners and horses.

Recruiting for the rebel army was in prog-
ress in all the interior Counties of Missouri,
and often almost under the eyes of the Union
sutborities. Now and then sn expedition
seized u squad or company of recrunits and

brought them triompbantly within the lines, i

but us s general thing the most of the men
who wanted to join the Southern armies

succeeded in doing so. The fact was, it wes |

Dot possible to garrison every town ard vil-
lage thwoughout the BState, and it was

thoogbt best to allow those with Secession |

proclivities to get away to the field when-
ever they wanted to go, rather than remain
and be & canse of trouble

Gen. Fremont bad been assigned to the
command of the Department of the Missouri
shortly before the battle of Wilson's Creek,
and it was to him that Gen. Lyon had ap-
pealed 8o earnestly and so vainly for rein-
forcements to enable him to hold cut against
the advancing rebels. After the retreat of
the army to Rolls and the occupation of
Epringfield by the rebels, Gen. Fremont set
shont organizioy a force to take the field
carly in the Aulumn, with the bope of
securing possession of the State and flying
the Union flag all over its territory,

After the battle of Wilson'’s Creek the un-
pleasantnes: which bad existed between the
rebel leaders—Price and MoCulloch—in-
creased, sod Soally threatened to end in
warfare almost equal to that which they
were irying to wage together against the
Union. MeCulloch refused to advance fur-
ther into the Siate, in spite of the entreaties
of Price. An sppeal to the Confederate
Government did not result in securing a
perempiory order for McCulloch to advance
88 Price desired, and the result wasa separa-
tion. McCulloch went back to Arkspsas,
while Price, whose forces had been streagth-
ened by recruits from various parts of the
Btate, marched nortbward in the direction
©f the Missouri River.

Frice’s openly-declared intentions were to

capture Jefferson City, the Capital, and re-
establish Gov. Jaekson in authority there.
A State Convention had met there in July,
and, of course, there was no Governor to
welcome it, and no Commander-in-Chief of
the State forces. The Convention declared
the office of Governor vacant, and chose a
new Governor, Hon. Hamilton R. Gamble,
to fill Jackson's place. It is needless to say
that Gov. Gamble was & Union man, and
from that time onward the power of the
State was exerted in favor of the Nationsl
Government and against the rebellion of the
Sonth.

Jackson, the fagitive and rebel Governor,
never saw the State Capital again after he
left on the day of the memorable flight to
Booneville. He continued with the rebel
armies in southwest Missouri and Arkansas
and died in the last-named State long before
the end of the war. Gen. Price survived the
war and afterward went to Mexico, where
he was one of the founders of a colony of
Americans who had sworn never to live
under the flag of the United States. He
died there in 1867,

With 20,000 men in his command, and with
bis numbers increasing every day of his ad-
vauce, Price reached Lexington,on the banks
of the Missouri, having two or three encoun-
ters with the Union forces on his way, none

BALES oF HEMP AS BREASTWORKS.
of which were of much account. The su-
periority of his numbera gave him the ad-
vantage, andl his opponents wisely retreated

a8 he moved on. Lexington was garrisoned
by about 2,600 Union troops, consisting of vol-
unteer infantry and Home Guards, under
command of Col. Mulligan, of the Irish Bri-
gade, A fortification had been thrown up
around the college buildings, which stood
in a commanding position between the new
and old towns of Lexington, and about half
& mile from the river. The bank of the
river was 4 high bloff, and with the exception
of a emall supply from cisterns and springs,
water for the garrison had to be brought by
hand or bhauled by teams from below the
base of this bluff.

Col. Mulligan arrived at Lexington on the
1st of Beptember, and the fortification, which
he greatly strengthiened, had been laid out
by the commander of the troops already
there. The spot was not wisely selected, as
we shall presently see. As one of the offi-
cers said afterwards, “it was a very good
place for & peace foriress, but very bad for
warfare, especially when the warfare has to
be defensive.”

The men worked night and day to com-
plete the intrenchments, which were 10 feet
high, with a ditch eight feet wide, and ecapa-
ble of inclosing 10,000 men. Ruomors of the
advance of Price were in the air, and it was
definitely Known that he was moving to-
ward Lexington. Appeals for reinforce-
ments weresent to St. Louis, but they did not
succeed in bringing troops to the aid of the
garrison, for the simple reason that none
could be spared from that city.

On the alternocn of Wednesday, the 11th
of September, the Union scouts and pickets
were driven in by the enemy only a few
miles out of Lexington, The rebels followed
rapidiy and attacked one of the angles of the

fortifications, but not very vigorously. The
fighting was kept up on the 12th and follow-
| ing days, while the rebel army was coming

| up and making its preparations for the re- |

| duction of the fortification and capture of
the garrison. 7

There were nearly 3,000 mules and horses
| inside the fortifications, and as the rebel
shotand shell fell amongst them they caused
a grest deal of trouble. Nuombers of them
| were killed and their budies lay rotting in
the sup, the garrison being too much occu-
pied with defending the position to give
attention to burying the dead animals or
doing any other work of the camp. Fre-
quently some of the affrighted animals
broke loose from their fastenings and ran
wildly about the camp, and it was finally
found advisable to allow some of them to
run outside, as their valne was not sufficient
compensstion for the trouble and danger of
caring for them,

The college building was within the inclos-
ure, and occupied as the headguarters of Col.
Mulligan. Very naturally, it formed a fine
target for the rebel artillery, and they blazed
away at it with good eficct. One night they
fired hot shot at it, but did not set it on
fire; had they succeeded in doingso it would
have created considerable havoc among the
garrison, a8 the ammunition for the defense
of the place was stored in the cellar, where
it was covered with dirt and sods.

The rebels went to work leisurely, as be-
fore stated. They plauted some of their
artillery on the river bank, where they
stopped every s going up or down.
They seized the ferrybosts that connect Lex-
ington with the opposite bank of the river,
and thus prevented the crossing of reinforce-
ments which were moving from Kansas to
join the threatened ison. Several steam-
boats were thus n, and for a while, at
Jeast, Gen. Price was certainly master of the
situation.

The couniry around Lexington grows a

large amount of hemp, and thousands of
bales of this article were stored in the ware-
houses of the town. The rebels rolled out
this hemp, and with it constructed moveable
fortifications, with which they proceeded to
reduce the earthworks of the Union army.

And this is the way it was done: The
hemp was thoronghly wetted, so that there
would be no danger of its taking fire, and
then the bales were rolled toward the Union
works, one after another, until they formed
& breastwork; and all the time not ahead of
a man could be seen. Then other bales
were brought forward and rolled on the top
of the first layer, and in this way the assail-
anis had a defense that mo bullet conld
penetrate. Even the four or five pieces of
light artillery which Col. Mulligan possessed
could do but little against such a bulwark
as this,

The first of these hemp bregstworks was
thrown up to the west of the fort; another
on the north, where it was partially shel-
tered by timber, followed it very quickly.
In the night they were pushed forward, go
that they were within very short range, and
from the spaces between the bales the rebels
kept up a fire npon every Union head that
was shown on that side of the earthworks.
It was a repetition of the trick of Gen. Jack-
son with the cotton bales at New Orleans in
1815. -

There were several hounses within range of
the fort, and these were speedily ocenpied
by the rebels. Then from every rock, ele-
vation, fence, gully and tree bullets were
steadily whizzing, the great numbers of the
rebels enabling them to keep their lines of
attack fully manned at all times,

Rations were growing short in the fortifi-
cations, and the men were worn out with
hard work and the necessity of being almost
constantly on duty. The stench from the
dead animals within the lines was fearful,
and threatened to breed an epidemic; some
of the Home Guoards were demoralized and
wanted to surrender, but the commander
refused to entertain the idea of giving up
the place.

CrarTER XIX.
SURRENDER OF LEXINGTON—PRICE'S RE-
TREAT AND FREMONT'S ADVANCE.

To the lack of ammunition and provis-
fons, the stench of the dead animals, the
immense preponderance in numbers of the
enemy, the abundance of hemp with which
the rebels could constroct breastworks, the
beleaguered garrison had to face an addi-
tional horror—that of thirst.

As before stated, the fortification was at
some distance from the river, and within the
limits of the fortification there were two
cisterns, which were soon exhausted, and
just outside the lines were two springs,
which afforded a scanty supply, the rest
being taken from the river. As soon as the
besiegers ascertained this state of affairs
they procceded to cut off the supply of
water, which they were able to do with their
greatly-superior numbers,

All communication with the river was
severed, and then a force was posted in a
position to fire on anybody who went to get
water at the sprin Men can fight under
great privations of food and with short sup-
plies of ammunition, but they cannot fight
against thirst. Bo determined were the
men to hold out, that during a heavy rain on
the second night after the siege hegan every
tent and wagon cover was spread to cateh as
much water as possible; in this way a good
deal was secared, and more was obtained by
spreading blankets, and afterward wringing
them ount.

Twice a white flag was raised on the ram-
paris without the authority of Col. Muliigan,
and immediately hanled down as soon us he
learned of it. A third time it was raised,
also without his authority; but when he
considered the sufferings of his men and
found there was no prospect of relief, he
consented to surrender, and negotiations
were begun immediately. Unconditional sur-
render were the terms demanded by the be-
siegers, and under the circumstances the be-
sieged were forced to accepl them. They
piled their arms and handed over their col-
ors. Col. Mulligan wept as he gave up his
command, and many of his men fairly rolled
on the ground in their rage at having been
defeated. But it was practically impossible
that they could hold out any longer, and
the surrender was certainly in the interests
of humanity.

The losses were less than might have been
expected in a fight that lasted from the 11th
to the 20th of Beptember, though it mnst be
remembered that for the first few days it
was not very energetically pushed by the
besiegers, The water supply was cut off on
the 17uh, and from that time to the 20th the
garrison had no water beyond what they
caught in blankets, tents and wagon-covers
in the rain, that has been meutioned. Less
than 200 were killed and wounded on the
Union side, and about the same number on
that of the rebels. Each side claimed to
have inflicted a greater loss on the enemy
than it sustained itself, a circumstance which
bas been more or less intimately connecled
with warfare gsince the world began,

Immediately after the surrender the reb-
els swarmed around the prisoners, and while
some treated them kindly others heaped
abuse upon them, and if the Unionists had
not already laid down their arms there would
have been a good prospect of a renewal of
the fight. The prisoners were paroled not
to take up arms against the Confederacy
until regularly exchanged, and then they
were set across the Missouri River and
marched o & point near the Hanuibal & St.
Joseph Railway and told to go where they
pleased. During this march they were in
charge of Gen. Rains and his brigade, and
most of them testified to the kindness of the
soldiers of Rains's Brigade and of the people
along the road they traveled.

After the surrender Lexington was a lively
place. 'With nearly 30,000 victorious rebel
goldiery in the town, and many of these sol-
diers filled with whisky, in addition to being
flushed with vietory, the streets were any-
thing but quiet and orderly, The officers of

the Confederates were gentlemanly enough,

but as for the soldiers they were anything
but well-behaved. It reguired all the au-
thority of the officers ¢o keep the men from
breaking loose and setling the town on fire
or committing someo other folly or barbarity.
In some instances it became necessary to
order the men out of (own and form camps
three or four miles away, which no one could
leave without express permission,

There was the same lack of uniforms that
had characterized the troops at Wiison's
Creek, only a few hundreds of all the army
under Gen. Price having been able to obtain
the Confederate gray. Some of the Generals
and Colonels were uniformed, but many
were not, and wore their civilian dress, with
cloth shoulderstraps to indicate their rank.
Many of the soldiers fought quite indepen-
dently of all command, and took their posi-
tions wherever they wére best snited.

An eye-witness of the siege said that the
mode of fighting was well illustrated by
something that came under his observation.
There was an old Texan, dressed in 8 buck-
skin suit and armed with a hunting-rifle of
the kind in ese on the plaius before the war.
About 7 o'clock every morning this Texan
used to go to the Confederate breastworks,
earrying his dimner in a tin pail, He hunt-
ed around for a good pesition till he found
one, and then he fired awoy whenever he
saw a head until the sun showed the me-
ridian.

Promptily at noon he knocked off for an
hour and ate his dinner. Then he went to
work again and kept at it till 6 o'clock,
when he went home te* upper and to spend
the night in peaceful sleep. Morning saw
him at his post again; and thus he eontin-
ned at his daily task till the surrender took
place. There were a good many independ-
ent warriors of this sort, and if they did not
kill many of their adversaries it was be-
cause the lalter kept their heads out of
range.

As soon as Lexington was sorrendered
Price turned his atteption to gathering sup-
plies and recruits from the rnich and popu-
lous Countics along the river. While he
was engaged at this business, Gen. Fremont
assembled an army at Jefferson City for the
purpose of heading him off. A portion of
Fremont’s army marched from Jefferson
City to Tipton and Syracuse, while the bal-
ance was scnt forward by railway to the
same point. It was intended to march from
these points to Springfield and reoccupy
the place, which Lyow's army had been com-
pelled to give up in Angust after the re-
verse at Wilson’s Creek.

At the same time the garrison of Rolla
was strengihencd, and a column was order-
ed to move (rom that peint to jein the mzin
force at Springfleld, This movement prom-
ised to give cecupation to Jack and Harry,
who had been chafing as their inactivity
while preparations wes: in progress. True,
they had sconting e<peditions occasionally,
but as they did not suceced in findiog any
enemy, except in a very few instances, there
was not enough to make the life of the camp
at all excitiog.

Movements were delayed by a lack of sup-
plies and transportation, and it was not till
the middle of October that the Union forces
took the offensive. Ian the main column
from Tipton and Syractse, Gen. Sigel’s Di-
vision had the advauee; while the other
commanders were waiting for travsporta-
tion Sigel seoured the conntry and picked
up everything that could be of use. His
wagon-train when he started was one of the
funniest things of the kind ever known;
theére were some army wagons of the regula-
tion pattern, but there were more emigrant
wagons, such as are used by pioneers seck-
ing new homes in the far West beyond the
lines of railway aud where steamboats are
unknown.

Then he had stage-coaches, family-car-
riages, drays, hay-carts, in fact all the kinds
of vehicles known to that part of the coun-
try, snd whenever a pack-saddle was found
it was taken nlong. And the motive pewer

Toe TEXAN RIFLEMAN.

was as varied as thewvehicles to be moved;
it comprised mules and horses as a matter
of course, and it also included oxen, and even
cows where the latter were found docile
enough to be yoked or barnessed. There
was a rumor that some of Sigel’'s men at-
ternpted to harness up a drove of pigs; that
they ook the pigs along there can be no
reasonable doubt, but probably for some
other purpose thun bresking them in as
draft animals. However burdensome to
carry a pig may be, he bas never been found
a satisfactory beast of burden.

Before Fremont eould get his army in
motion, Price hiad taken the alarm and evacu-
ated Lexington. He was too wily to wait
till his enemy could get in front of him to
cut him off, and the most that Fremont
could hope for was that Price wonld makea
stand in the neighborhood of Springfield and
give chance for a battle.

Fremont did not encounter any enemy on
his southward march until he was in the

neighborhood of Springfield. When within 50

miles of that place he sent forward two com-

panies of his body-guard, comprising abont

150 men, under the command of Muj. Zagonyi,
d r »

and composed of most excellent materials
for a cavalry squadron. The members of
the body-guard were from the best class of
young men of St. Louis and Cincinnati.
From the completeness of the body-guard’s
outfit and the dashing appearance it pre-
sented, it was derisively known as the kid-
gloved regiment. It counsisted of four com-
panies of cavalry, and the intention was to
increase it to a full regiment of 10 com-

. panies, an intention never carried ont. Afler

the removal of Fremount the famous or-
ganization was sent to St. Louis and dis-
banded.

Well, the body-guard got within eight
miles of Springfield without seeing the ene-
my, but at that distance from town it found
a brigade of infantry, with some cavalry,
drawn up to receive them. Maj. Zagonyi
ordered a charge, and it was made in gallang
style. It was like the charge of the Light
Brigade at Balaklava—it was magnificent,
but it was not war. The enemy was routed
and the town was occupied only to be
abandoned as soon as night came on, for the
very natural fear of a surprise, which might
easily have been disastrous to the 70 or 80
men that remained of Zagonyi’'s command,
the rest having been killed, wounded, or
scattered in the fight. Fifteen were killed
and 27 wounded, and fully 50 horses were
killed or rendered useless by reason of
wounds and over-riding.

Jack und Harry discussed the affair, when
the news reached them, with the cooluess
and critical air of Major-Generals,

“Whai was the use of such a charge as
that?” said Jack, with his eye fixed on
Harry as though he would pierce him,

“It was a splendid fight,” was the reply,
“ and did great credit to the men that made
it'"

“ Nobody says it didn't,” responded Jack ;
“but just look at the waste of life, and
nothing to show for it. The rebels were
preparing to leave Springfield ; in fact, the
2,000 that Zagonyi says he encountered were
ouly the rear-guard of Price’s army, and
when our army came along it could have
occupied the town, as it afterwards did, with-
out any opposition. The lives of those sol-
diers were just thrown away, and it isn't
the only time men have been sucrificed just
to enable somebody to show off.”

Harry nodded assent, and the conversa-

tion shifted to other topics.
[To be continued.]

HEHERIDAN,”

[In Memaoriam.]

—_—

BY JOIN KEYNTON.
Hark! Down the lines a solemn ery
Sweeps on the night winds hurrying by!
A Nation'ssud and pilying sigh
FProcluims the soldicr and the wanl
HailL! At the somber gates of Death,
* Who goes there ? ™ and in moornful breath
The answer comes—** PLii Sheridan "

Not at the post of duly where

Amid the bauttle’s lurid glure,

In other years "twas hiy to sliare,
With sword 10 do, with nerve to plan;
Yet honored by s denthless fume,

A glorious and peerless name,

He goes Lo Death—our Sheridan |

What ardor all our being thrills,
What glory ench heart-fiber fiils!
Forget the desthleas day who can,
When spurring onward, in his might,
On thit black steed e won the fight
At Winchesier—Phil Sherioan!

Oh, pallid is that doring brow !

Oh, nerveless is that strong arm now ;
Denth, who makes mighity heross bow,
For him has done all that Deatl can !
But powerless it ¢’er shull be

To dim his loyal memory |

He lives with us—Phil Shesidan,

He lives with us unto all time—

Until Eternity shail chime!

A living, breathing, fame sublimme

That nges shall not seathe nor ban!

Where'er a hero's love s gung,

While fulls a word from heart wnd longue,
* Thy praise "twill speakk—Phil Sheridan!

0, gates where those immortals dwell,
Soldiers whoin Life's conflict fell,

He comes to you who loved him well!
No blot upon that swond ye scan !
Mourned by the mighty hearts of those
Who knew hilin, sinks ha to repose,

He lives in Death—OQur Sheridan |

He comes, ohy, heroes grand, Lo you !
Give him n welcome fond and trie,
The grasp of brotherlivod renew !
And, us thut Inureled brow ye sean,
We know that in each hero-heart
He benrs of love a gentle purt,

A brother, friend—P’hil Sheridan

He lives! Tho' fullen in the strife!

Hiis is not deatis, but breathing Life!
With all its love and honors rife!
Denth can but erown Lthe peerless man!
Lay him to rest ! lay him to rest!

His sword npon his pulseless broust !
Peuce, soldier-bheart—Phil Sheridan]

One comride more o that brave roll—
That column vast that nears the goal |
One comnrnde more, for him we toll
The burial ehime ; God's nobléman!?
O, muflled drumns, your mourniul sound
Prociaims the hero, honor erowned,

L, peerless heart—Ehil Sheridan,

-

WAITING FOR THE BUGLE.

[Thomas Wentworth Higginson in the July Century.]

Weo walt for the bugle ; the night dews are cold,

The limbs of the soldiers feel jaded nnd old,

The field of our bivoune is windy and bare,

Th\:l'elldllcud in our joints, there is frost in our
mir

The future is veiled and its fortunes unkinown

As wallia with bhushed breath till the bugle is

own,

At the sound of that bugle cach comrade shall
spring

Like an arrow released from the strain of the
siring :

The cournge, the impulse of vouth aliall come back

Tu bunish the ehill of the dress bivouane,

And sorrow and losses and eares fnde nway .

Whend that life-giving sigonal proclulms the new

ay,

Though the bivouse of age may put fce in our
veins,

And no fiber of steel in our sinew remaing;

Though the comrades of yesterday's march are not

here,

And the sunlight seems pale and the branches are
Eeur,—

Though the sonnd of our cheering dies down o &
maon,

We shall find our lost youlh when the bugle is
blown,

BRAVE SHERIDAN,

BY MRS, EMILY M. GRIPPEN, KIMBALL, DAK,

Again cur Nution's ealled to mourn
And bow in deepest grief,
For death has called, this time to take,
Her Armyv’s honored Chief—
Brave Sheridan !

No coal-hlack charger dashed and foamed
As on that historic day
He carried forward, wile on mile,
To Winchesier nwny—
Brave Sheridan!

At evening's calm and pensive hour,
Ay loved ones gathered near,
The durk-winged angel quickly ealled
The man who knew no fear—
Brave Sheridan |

Rest, soldier! rest! for spirit forms
Will gunrd the venly
)

e hea WaY,

And lead thy spirit in its mnr:ﬂ

o g
Rest, i
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HOW [ WON M=, IFE

Some Excaptional Instances of Wooing
and Winning.

IN A HOSPITAL

A Comrade Found His Wife
Among the Visitors.

CAPTURED BY LETTER.

-
A Pennsylvanian’s Romance
Came After His Discharge.

IN AN ATLANTA HOSPITAL.

An Illinolsan Woos and Wing & Fair Angel of

Merey.
Epitor NATIONAT TRIBUNE.

™ WAS one of the many
participants in one of
the grandest marches
on record—Sherman’s
march to the sea; be-
ing a high private in
the rear rank of the
BOth Iil. Sherman's
army had been fight-
ing almost contina-
ally for nearly four
months, when we captured Atlanta, Ga.

Here at this place was the torning-point of
my life, for in the battle before Atlanta I
was severely wounded in the lelt kuoce
(thank fortune it was not one of my arms, as
you will see farther on that I eould nse both
my arms to advantage). My wound was not
at first considered severe, but it would take
some little time before I would be able to
use my legagain.

I was cared for at fivst by the Surgeons of
our command, bat they had more cases than
they could well attend to, and a great many
of them were worse than mine; so I did
not fare the very best at firss, but later on
received better treatment.

I had been suffering pain that pen nor
word cannot deseribe for nearly two weeks,
when I commenced to fall off in flesh very
rapidly. My mind had also begun to fail,
and my case was beginning to look serious
indeed. It was buta few days before I had
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A MINISTERING ANGEL.

wasted away to a skeleton, and my mind
failed me altogether, By the untiring work
of the skilled physicians and the aid that
the ladies of the city lent them, I was soon
restored to iny mind.

It was the cnstom of some of the South-

ern ladies to visit the hospitals, and some-
times even help care for us, and I thiok itis
a wrong idea that a great many have who
say the Southerners were all rebels, for I
think differectly about the matter. I bold
that there were some very kind-hearted peo-
ple in the South, more especiully & certain
Southern lady.
1 REMEMBER THE DAY VERY DISTINCTLY
that my reasoning powers were restored. It
was one of those hot Summer days Known
only in the South, when the mercury was
ranging from 110 to 125 in the shade,

About the first thing that I remember was
the beautiful face of a lady, who was dressed
in neat attire. She was busily engaged in
dressing my wouud. The first thought that
entered my mind was that she was one of
the angels, who had descended from Heuven
to care for the dying Union soldiers who so
bravely bared their breasts to the balls of
the Southern Confederacy. On looking
closer, and mustering all the reasoning fuc-
ulties that were then at my command, I
“saw as through a glass darkly, but now face
to face,” that it was the form of a well-to-do
Sounthern lady, performing the daties of a
nurse to one of the enemies of her home, if
not hier cause. I was too weak or eounld not
command words to speak to her then, and
after she had finished bandaging my wound
she cast a sympathizing smile toward me,
AND GAVE MY HAND A PARTING CLASP;
but before she could release her hold I drew
her lily-white hand toward me and pressed
it to my lips, as I breathed a silent prayer,
wishing that she were mine. However, she
did not tarry long this time, but passed on to
the next ward to care for the wants of other
suffering comrades,

By the time that the hour of 1 had rolled
around the next day I had gained wonder-
fully in strength, so much s¢ that I eould
talk intelligently, and was greatly cheered
at the sight of this lady, who had cheered me
so wonderfully the day before. As soon as
she entered the room she seemed to throw a
halo of light and peace around her, After
exchanging a few kind salutations she be-
gan her labor of dressing my wound, whieh
she said looked a great deal better.

I found on questioning her that her name
was Miss Mand Jacksen, and that she lived

| that Hoberi’s proposition came so

when she was but six years oid, but lefd
enough to comfortably support Mrs. Jack-
son and her daughter, who moved in the
best society of Atlanta. 1 also learned, to
my heart’s content, that she had charge of
the seetion in which my wand was located.
She made ber daily ronods, supervising and
helping with the work, as she had 25 narses
under her instructions. She stayed a littie
longer this time than the previous visit, and
on leaving she promised to call again as scon
a3 her duties wonld permit. She did not
seem to be so busy that day for some reason,
for she was around again in about an hour,

and we bad » very plessant and agreeabis
talk.

From this time on I began to gain in
strength very rapidly, and at the end of an-
other week was able to sit up in bed ; in lesa
than & month I was able to walk around,
with the aid of erntches. Abont this time
I moved my headqnarters. I was now sta
tioned at the Jackson mansion, located on
West Fourth street, and everything being
agreeable Miss Mand and I consolidated our
fortunes. [ soon afterward obtained my dis-
charge, aud led & retired life antil after the
war, when we came West to seek our for-
tunes on ihe Western peairies—WiLrzax
Goopuax, 89th QI Abilene, Kan.
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A SUCKER'S STORY.

He Wins Hix Wife With Hiz Pen.
Eprror NATIONAL TRIBUNE:

CTiNG on your sug-
gestion to the boys to
 write for publication
in TuE NATIONAL
TriBUNE the story of
the wooing and wine
ning of our “help-
meets,” | sabmit the
following letter,which
-~ T—— was written om the

Chickamangs, and
was addressed to the lady whom I masvied
snon after the close of the war, and with
whom [ have lived in happy wedlock for

nearly 23 years:

Gorpox's Mrris, Ga, April 28 1864
Misa MAry Ay CHAPPELEAR, n.

Manax: My esteewved friend, Bobert has
gruerously cuntributed lo my eup of plsasure by
giviug your mame and add
your phiciograph and a permission (o open & 00T~
respondence with you., 1 regard this s = greatd
priviiege, and for this sot of kindness on the pard
ol yovar wornthy cousin Robert L shall ever fecl
truly gruteful.

To yuu, indy, who to send s word of
sympathy and cheer o o stranger soldier while so
fur from kindred, howme, and sll ita thousand
endearments, | lender my warmest

Peruilt me to say that [ cominend year
and reeeive this generous exhibition
ture as conclusive evidenee of your fealings of re-
spect fur the soldlers of our common country
the patriotie devotion you feel in the great
bonorable cause fn which we ars eogaged,
naiie of such alady will be writien on every
dier's Leart, and though pever seen, will be
lshed ™ while reason and memory hold their

Am highly delighted with this
commencing an iulerchange of friendly
eutious, nnd pimwly:::. Lhnt we may
our ~ociul enjosmens and derive instruction
prfit through the medium of the

Tiaough I bave little faith in
“ihe pen s mightier than the sword
ticular period in our Nation's career,
an ardent passion for letter-writing, and

g

T
!4% !ilhhi‘ll

Q
Letter-writing affords to the mm
enjoyment. His pathwsy would indeed be
and cheerless did not these tokens of remem~
brauce and love come to divert his mind and en~
cvurage hiw in his irying duties,
None can more fully appreciate such favors than

the suldier buy who bas left mother, sisters,

i

| frionds—all, and sixked everything on the altar

| actions that comport witli moral integ

with her mother, her father having died

Apd the influence on cur minds is
ineleulatile; while il ecotributes Lo our plessure I8
al»0 restraing from wroag doing, and -3

amd vir-

tue. Woman, yon know, is said to be “the re-
deeming portion of hymanity.,” We resdily admis
the truth of the adage, for history demonstrates the
factibat from ber hands we receive all that ennobles
and dignifies man.
These are nol words of idle flattery, but

sions of ovr troe senliments in regard w0 the salu-
tsry s elevating influence thatl women aver wiald
over Lhe minds of men. FProbabliy you are awars
that much of the Lime of army life is leds which
accounts for the many evil habits con by the
defenders of the dear old g, If a woldier has no
letter Lo wrile, no book or paper o resd, he will
do something, and that something is iy sare o
be demoraiisng o tendency, which liustrates
the truth of the sayving that " an idle bradn is the
devirsy workshwop” Life in camp becomes very
monotuneits without sone healihiul and enliven-
ing pastinoe, and our laste secks amusement in tha
aweets of an epistolary correspondence rather than
wusling Usae over the enrd-table. Our ex

his country.

anid observation have tusght us that the E]
no swhool of morni=; henee it is that we so . 4
prize letters from the pure hearts of * the giris we
tefl beliind u="" During our inactivity in Win-

ter wondhs the prolilie brais of a bechelor of cur
compny sugeested the following plan o obtain
corrvapaivlence :

Kol sohier wrote the name of some lady felend
on asiip of puper, which we styled " lottery tick-
eis,” and dropped into a hat beld by a irusty boy
in oe. After the ticketa had been thorough
tnixed we cuch drew one with our syes
wilh the undte pitanding that we would sddress by
jetter the huly indicuted by the name drown. §
ents irulv say that | have been exceedingly forte
mile in lhese suvel dawings, having deawa same
walunbie ** prizes.™

Our ubject is intellectual and moral improve
ment aud wmatual pleasure. We have realized
the rich and lofty cutgushings of reciprogel Joy
that the pens of e good ladies can inspire noder
Lite prowmplings of the most genervus inpalses,

L liope that vur seguaislance may prove as pleas-
ant.

Our Chaplnin is holding a series of religious
meelings, f: bich are bcmz aticuded with muck
protit. We have s beautiful * charch,”™ #0250 feet,
nid o organized wsociation of thuse who feel an
interest iu the promotion of the couse of C
ity., Quite n revival has blessed these protrmcted
effurts und & number of buppy cvnv have
oceurreid, waile uthers are seeking the way of aal-
vislivirn, There secius 10 be sowethiug peeulinrly
toaching o this awakening at Lhis particalar thme
sud phice.  Last Saboath four young soldiers nabiy
distizguistied themselves by mnl’udnqrths& ming
and jolniog the gremt army of Zica, They were
baptized tn the Chickamauga, with w Water
Wends the bivod of var fellen beroes. The scana
was deeply impressive and onleuinted to elicit seri-
ous reflections. The memory of the blood
shed on UhivRunmuga's banks, the thousands of
gatinnt dead whose boues are blenching in the sun-
shive md the storm, and the sanguinary
belure ws all rendered the oconsion one of ullar
interest and solemaity. May the good goon,
andd to God be 1l the glory.

Expect Lo move soen, with a view o the opening
of the Spring cnmpsign. With Gen. Sherman sb
our hegd, we expect 1o march, 100,000 strong, nto
the Benrt of Geurgta and the so-called Coun -
We ure ¢confident that wea shall ere long sucesed
our praiseworihy object—ihe suppression of the
rebwilion snd the preservation J"m cheriabed
uutmbiiu

With a soldier's best wishes and kindest regards,
I am, your fricud, most respeetfully,

L. A Rosa,

“Mary Ann"—whom we now call Mollie for
sitort—answered my letter immediately, and
we kept up a plessant interchange of episties
during ounr wareh to the sea and through the
Carolinas, Virgiuia, and on to Washington.

Seon alter our muster-out at Chicage I called
on her, near Blvomington, and at this firsé
meeting I surrendered to her personal charms
und her bewitching black eyes. I * popped,”
and she said * yes”; but we were not married
until Aug. 9, 1366, over 22 years ago.

It is with pleasnre that I testify that our
watrimonial nuieon has been a happy one. Our
sttachment for each other has grown with the
passing years, and will not be broken even im
eternity. We have iwo lovely dsughters—

- Abbie, who staid with us 12 years and them

weut to Heaven, and Msud, who iﬂ‘
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